
Louisiana Third Party Visitation Laws
Civil Code Art. 136.  Award of visitation rights 

A.  A parent not granted custody or joint custody of a child is entitled to reasonable 
visitation rights unless the court finds, after a hearing, that visitation would not be in the 
best interest of the child.
B.  Under extraordinary circumstances, a relative, by blood or affinity, or a former 
stepparent or stepgrandparent, not granted custody of the child may be granted reasonable 
visitation rights if the court finds that it is in the best interest of the child.  In determining 
the best interest of the child, the court shall consider:
(1)  The length and quality of the prior relationship between the child and the relative.
(2)  Whether the child is in need of guidance, enlightenment, or tutelage which can best 
be provided by the relative.
(3)  The preference of the child if he is determined to be of sufficient maturity to express 
a preference.
(4)  The willingness of the relative to encourage a close relationship between the child 
and his parent or parents.
(5)  The mental and physical health of the child and the relative.
C.  In the event of a conflict between this Article and R.S. 9:344 or 345, the provisions of 
the statute shall supersede those of this Article.
Acts 1993, No. 261, §1, eff. Jan. 1, 1994; Acts 1995, No. 57, §1.

CHAPTER 14.  VISITATION RIGHTS OF GRANDPARENTS
Children Code Art. 1264.  Post-adoption visitation rights of grandparents
Notwithstanding any provision of law to the contrary, the natural parents of a deceased 
party to a marriage dissolved by death whose child is thereafter adopted, and the parents 
of a party who has forfeited the right to object to the adoption of his child pursuant to 
Article 1245 may have limited visitation rights to the minor child so adopted.
Acts 1991, No. 235, §12, eff. Jan. 1, 1992.

Revised Statute 9:344.  Visitation rights of grandparents and siblings
A.  If one of the parties to a marriage dies,  is interdicted, or incarcerated, and there is a 
minor child or children of such marriage, the parents of the deceased, interdicted, or 
incarcerated party without custody of such minor child or children may have reasonable 
visitation rights to the child or children of the marriage during their minority, if the court 
in its discretion finds that such visitation rights would be in the best interest of the child 
or children.
B.  When the parents of a minor child or children live in concubinage and one of the 
parents dies, or is incarcerated, the parents of the deceased or incarcerated party may 
have reasonable visitation rights to the child or children during their minority, if the court 
in its discretion finds that such visitation rights would be in the best interest of the child 
or children.
C.  If one of the parties to a marriage dies or is incarcerated, the siblings of a minor child 
or children of the marriage may have reasonable visitation rights to such child or children 
during their minority if the court in its discretion finds that such visitation rights would be 
in the best interest of the child or children.



D.  If the parents of a minor child or children of the marriage are legally separated or 
living apart for a period of six months, the grandparents or siblings of the child or 
children may have reasonable visitation rights to the child or children during their 
minority, if the court in its discretion find that such visitation rights would be in the best 
interest of the child or children.
Acts 1993, No. 261, §1; Acts 1999, No. 1352, §1.

Revised Statute 9:345.  Appointment of attorney in child custody or visitation 
proceedings 
A.  In any child custody or visitation proceeding, the court, upon its own motion, upon 
motion of any parent or party, or upon motion of the child, may appoint an attorney to 
represent the child if, after a contradictory hearing, the court determines such 
appointment would be in the best interest of the child.  In determining the best interest of 
the child, the court shall consider: 
(1)  Whether the child custody or visitation proceeding is exceptionally intense or 
protracted.  
(2)  Whether an attorney representing the child could provide the court with significant 
information not otherwise readily available or likely to be presented to the court.  
(3)  Whether there exists a possibility that neither parent is capable of providing an 
adequate and stable environment for the child.  
(4)  Whether the interests of the child and those of either parent, or of another party to the 
proceeding, conflict.  
(5)  Any other factor relevant in determining the best interest of the child.  
B.  The court shall appoint an attorney to represent the child if, in the contradictory 
hearing, any party presents a prima facie case that a parent or other person caring for the 
child has sexually, physically, or emotionally abused the child or knew or should have 
known that the child was being abused.  
C.  The order appointing an attorney to represent the child shall serve as his enrollment as 
counsel of record on behalf of the child.  
D.  Upon appointment as attorney for the child, the attorney shall interview the child, 
review all relevant records, and conduct discovery as deemed necessary to ascertain facts 
relevant to the child's custody or visitation.  
E.  The appointed attorney shall have the right to make any motion and participate in the 
custody or visitation hearing to the same extent as authorized for either parent.  
F.  Any costs associated with the appointment of an attorney at law shall be apportioned 
among the parties as the court deems just, taking into consideration the parties' ability to 
pay.  When the parties' ability to pay is limited, the court shall attempt to secure proper 
representation without compensation.  
Acts 1993, No. 261, §5, eff. Jan. 1, 1994.  
The link to finding the laws on our web page is http://www.legis.state.la.us/
A few notable cases in light of Troxel v. Granville are:
854 So.2d 403
835 So. 2d 568
795 So.2d 350
www.lawhelp.org/LA  also gives a brief overview of things a person should consider 
before seeking third party visitation
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